
AKhRR, “Declaration” (1922) 
 
The Great October Revolution, in liberating the creative forces of the people, has aroused the 
consciousness of the masses and the artists the spokesmen of the people's spiritual life. 
 Our civic duty before mankind is to set down, artistically and documentarily, the 
revolutionary impulse of this great moment of history. 
 We will depict the present day: the life of the Red Army, the workers, the peasants, the 
revolutionaries, and the heroes of labor, 
 We will provide a true picture of events and not abstract concoctions discrediting our 
Revolution in the face of the international proletariat. 
 The old art groups existing before the Resolution have lost their meaning, the boundaries 
between them have been erased in regard to both ideology and form and they continue to exist 
merely as circles of people linked together by personal connections but devoid of any ideological 
basis or content. 
 It is this content in art that we consider a sign of truth in a work of art, and the desire to 
express this content induces us, the artists of Revolutionary Russia, to join forces; the tasks 
before us are strictly defined. 
 The day of revolution, the moment of revolution, is the day of heroism, the moment of 
heroism—and now we must reveal our artistic experiences in the monumental forms of the style 
of heroic realism. 
 By acknowledging continuity in art and by basing ourselves on the contemporary world 
view, we create this style of heroic realism and lay the foundation of the universal building of 
future art, the art of a classless society. 


